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Energy Improvements will save Madison Paper

 $2 Million Annually
AUGUSTA, ME, (Oct 25, 2010) – Efficiency Maine has awarded Madison Paper Industries (MPI) two grants totaling $1,082,000 for energy efficiency projects under its Large Projects Grant Program. Madison Paper is a Maine-based company that has been operating in the state for more than 30 years. Today the company employs 240 people in Somerset County and has set international standards for papermaking.

The grant money, awarded through a competitive process seeking high energy savings, is being used by Madison Paper to install new heat exchangers to capture heat from its wastewater and papermaking process.  Additionally, MPI will modify several pressurized stone grinders to dramatically increase the efficiency of its pulping process. Together these projects will significantly reduce Madison’s annual energy costs. “These savings will help secure the future of an established paper mill facing difficult economic pressures,” stated Joe Clark, Reliability Engineer at Madison. According to Clark the grant money from Efficiency Maine was integral to making these improvements, “Without the grant funds we would not have been able to pursue these projects in the current business climate.”

“By investing in energy savings at Madison Paper we are displacing high priced energy supply with the lowest cost energy resource and helping local employers and the economy in the process,” stated Ian Burnes, program manager at Efficiency Maine. Because of these energy efficiency improvements MPI will save enough money to support the retention of 18 jobs in Madison and strengthen the economic stability of the area.

Efficiency Maine supports projects that aim to improve not only Maine’s economy, but also environmental conditions. The grant-funded projects at Madison are expected to save approximately 538,000 gallons of No. 6 fuel oil and 18,000,000 kilowatt hours of electricity annually. These savings are enough to heat 572 homes and power 2966 homes for a year. Together the two projects will keep an estimated 16,373 tons of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere annually.  
Funding for these grants was made possible by the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (or RGGI). RGGI is an innovative effort by ten states stretching from Maine to Maryland to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions that contribute to climate change globally.  RGGI has delivered significant new investments in energy efficiency and clean energy programs that reduce energy costs, increase and protect jobs, grow the economy, and help Maine become more energy independent.
Madison Paper has also received $85,000 from the Efficiency Maine Business Program for installing an energy efficient air compressor and lighting. These Prescriptive Incentives are part of the Business Program and funded by electricity consumers. The funds are separate from the Large Projects Grant Program, and eligible businesses can download applications at http://www.efficiencymaine.com/at-work/business-programs/incentive-applications or call 1-866-376-2463.

Efficiency Maine is a statewide program that promotes the more efficient use of energy, helps Maine residents and businesses reduce energy costs to improve Maine’s economy and environment. For more information about business programs offered through Efficiency Maine visit http://efficiencymaine.com/at-work or call 1-866-376-2463 (1-866-ES-MAINE).
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