Qctober 31, 2007

Members of Congress

Dear Member of Congress:

Many of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic States are taking significant steps to tackle the threat
of climate change by adopting aggressive strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Ten states in
the region are participating in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Imtiative (RGGI), the first ever cap-and-
trade program addressing carbon dioxide emissions in the United States. Nine states in the region have
adopted California’s greenhouse gas reduction requirements for light duty vehicles, and several others
have produced, or are in the process of developing, comprehensive climate action plans for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions in their state.

Qur states acknowledge the need to take aggressive actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
in order to mitigate the serious impacts that unchecked climate change will have on the environment
and economies of our states, We also acknowledge that reducing greenhouse gas emissions will jump-
start a transition to a clean energy future, which will provide other environmental co-benefits, as well
as create an engine for sustainable economic growth in the 21% Century.

As states that have been actively engaged in the design and implementation of RGGI, we offer
the enclosed design principles that we believe should be incorporated into a cap-and-trade program
adopted as part of a comprehensive set of federal greenhouse gas emissions reduction policies. These
recommendations focus on maximizing the benefits of a cap-and-trade program as a mechanism for
achieving significant greenhouse gas emissions reductions, and do not address broader policy issues
that wiil need to be taken up by Congress in the context of comprehensive climate change legislation.



We encourage you to work with and learn from leadership states that are actively engaged in
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. We have already taken steps to reach out to many of your staff
through briefings about the design of state-led greenhouse gas emissions reduction programs. We are
eager to continue and expand this dialog, and welcome you to contact our offices for more information
(state staff engaged in RGGI may also be contacted directly through hitp://www.rggi.org/contact.htm)
and to discuss opportunities for federal and state collaboration in addressing the pressing challenge of
climate change.

Respectfully,

ez
Gina McCarthy, Commissioner

Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection
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John A. Hughes, Secretary
Delaware Department of Natural Resources &
Environmental Control
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David Littell, Commissioner
Maine Department of Environmental Protection
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Shari T. Wilson, Secretary
Maryland Department of the Environment

Anne C. George, Comrmissioner
Connecticut Department of Public
Utility Control

Armetta McRae, Chair
Delaware Public Service Commission
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Sharon M. Reishus, Commissioner
Maine Public Utilities Commission
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Susanne Brogan, Commissioner
Maryland Public Service Commission
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Laurie Burt, Commissioner

Massachusetts Department of Environmental

Protection
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Thomas S, Burack, Commissioner

New Hampshire Department of Environmental

Services
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Lisa P. Jackson, Commissioner
New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection
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Alexander B, Grannis, Commissioner
New York Department of Environmental
Conservation
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W. Michael Sullivan, Director
Rhode Island Department of Environmental
Management

Philip Giudice, Commissioner
Massachusetts Division of Energy
Resources

Clifton Below, Commissioner
New Hampshire Public Utilities
Commission

Jeanne M, Fox, President
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
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Patricia L. Acampora, Chair
New York Public Service Commission

Andrew C. Dzykewicz, Commissioner
Rhode Island Office of Energy
Resources



George Crombie, Secretary James Volz, Chair
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Vermont Public Service Board

Enclosure






